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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

Claim 15 objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c), as being of improper 
dependent form for failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous 
claim. Applicant is required to cancel the claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to 
place the claim(s) in proper dependent form, or rewrite the claim(s) in 
independent form. Because claim 15 depends on itself. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the 
basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-2, 6-9, 12-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Simone Baldan(EP 1 077 578 A1) in view of Mills, 
Jr(6,665,529) and Albin, Jr. et al.(6,704,330). 

With regards to claims 1 , 8, Miller teaches an apparatus for switching 
between SIM card with a telephone, the apparatus comprising: 
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Baldan teaches a mobile phone adapter for housing an switching two 
or more SIM card. Hence there is a switching mechanism in Baldan but it is 
manually operated. So in Baldan switching is not based on the service 
provider ID. In Mills each SIM card contains an IMSI number and the first 
six digits of this number identifies the service provider number(col. 5 lines 
21-26). Hence the limitation, "a storage device storing a plurality of internal 
codes, each code of which identifies a direct service provider of one of the 
SIM cards" is met since each SIM card stores an identifier. What is not 
taught by both Miller and Baldan is the receiver for receiving and ID code 
identifying the service provider and a processor for comparing the received 
ID code and selecting a SIM card based on the ID code. Albin teaches a 
system in which an outgoing multiplexer is used to access disk drives 
using an addressing mechanism. The multiplexer controller detects 
incoming select target commands and compares incoming target address 
information with the presently defined multiplexer controller target address 
information. (see Abstract) Hence the function of the multiplexer in selecting 
a target disk drive is based on an addressing mechanism as used in 
applicants invention. The addressing mechanism is the service provider 
ID. Hence it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 



Application/Control Number: 09/887,977 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2661 

combine Albin with Miller and Baldan for the purpose of switching SIM 
cards based on a service provider ID which is stored in the SIM card. The 
motivation to automate the SIM cards selection. 

Claims 2, 9 are rejected because the service provider ID is stored on 
the SIM card hence the ID used in a multiplexer addressing scheme 
identifies the compatible SIM card. 

Claim 13 is rejected because Albin teaches a multiplexer switch. It 
would have been obvious to combine Albin With Baldan and Miller for the 
same reasons as stated in claim 1 , 8. 

Claims 6-7, 12, 14 are rejected because official notice is taken that it 
is well known in the art that activating a process in a telephone can be 
done when the phone is turned on or when a key is pressed. Hence the 
features in these claims are obvious as a matter of design. 

Claim 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Simone Baldan(EP 1 077 578 A1) in view of Mills, Jr(6,665,529) and 
Albin, Jr. et al. (6,704,330) as in claims 1, 8 and further in view of 
Moore(6,035,191). 

Moore teaches a method for selecting features to be activated in a 
standby mode. It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
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combine Moore with Baldan, Albin and Mills for the purpose of enabling the 
activation of SIM card switching during the standby mode. The motivation 
being to automate the process. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
Claim 16 is allowed. 

Claims 3-4, 10-1 1 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form 
including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Kenneth N Vanderpuye whose 
telephone number is 571-272-3078. The examiner can normally be 
reached on M-F(7:30-5:00) Second Friday Off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Chau Nguyen can be reached on 571-272-3126. 
The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained 
from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status 
information for published applications may be obtained from either Private 
PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is 
available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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